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ANOTHER VETERAN I S CALLED TO HIS REWARD 

ALFRED PRICE EXPIRED THIS WEEK AT FALCONER 

FUNERAL ATTENDED YESTERDAY 

Born i n t h e Town of Conewango, he Has Spent t h e G r e a t e r P o r t i o n 
of h i s L i f e i n Randolph, where he Worked a t Farming and Lumbering. 

A l f r e d B. P r i c e d i e d a t t h e home of h i s son Zalmon P r i c e , i n 
F a l c o n e r , Monday. He was born i n t h e town of Conewango, October 8, 
1838, and p a s s e d h i s 85th b i r t h d a y about a month ago. F o r some 
time he had been i n f a i l i n g h e a l t h , due t o t h e i n f i r m i t i e s of 
ad v a n c i n g y e a r s . 

Mr. P r i c e was son of M a l t i r e P r i c e and w i f e , p i o n e e r s of t h e 
town of Conewango; i n h i s e a r l y y e a r s he moved t o Randolph and had 
been a r e s i d e n t of t h i s t o w n s h i p t h e g r e a t e r p o r t i o n of h i s l i f e . 

When t h e C i v i l war broke out he e n l i s t e d i n t h e N i n t h New York 
C a v a l r y , but was t a k e n s i c k w i t h t y p h o i d f e v e r and when t h a t r e g i m e n t 
went t o t h e f r o n t he was not a b l e t o accompany i t . September 26, 
1862, he e n l i s t e d i n t h e 154th New York V o l u n t e e r I n f a n t r y , w i t h 
C o l o n e l Dan. A l l e n , and saw s e r v i c e w i t h t h a t r e g i m e n t t h r oughout 
v a r i o u s campaigns. 

He m a r r i e d M i s s E l l e n Smith of Conewango, and i s s u r v i v e d by 
two c h i l d r e n : Mrs. W a l l a c e V a l l e n t i n e and Zalmon P r i c e of F a l c o n e r ; 
a s i s t e r , Mrs. Emma H i n e s of N a p o l i , and s e v e r a l g r a n d c h i l d r e n and 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n a l s o s u r v i v e . 

The w r i t e r o b s e r v e d an i n c i d e n t r e l a t i v e t o Mr. P r i c e ' s C i v i l 
war c a r e e r w hich showed how i m p o r t a n t was t h e p a r t w h i c h he took 
i n t h e g r e a t b a t t l e of G e t t y s b u r g . At t h e f i f t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y 
of t h e b a t t l e Mr. P r i c e was p r e s e n t and t o l d of h i s e x p e r i e n c e s 
d u r i n g t h e engagement. I t a p p e a r s t h a t he was one of t h e p i o n e e r 
c o r p s of t h e 154th r e g i m e n t . He had been s e l e c t e d b e c a u s e of h i s 
a b i l i t y t o t a k e c a r e of h i m s e l f away from t h e command and be c a u s e 
he was an e x p e r t woodsman and knew how t o b u i l d r o a d s and l a y out 
camp s i t e s . He p r e c e e d e d t h e t r o o p s t o G e t t y s b u r g , a r r i v i n g a t t h e 
famous cemetery t h e n i g h t of June 3 0 t h , 1863. He took i n t h e 
t e r r i t o r y from t h e t r e e t o p s i n t h e cemetery and f i n a l l y from t h e 
ro o f of t h e cemetery g a t e s , where he o b s e r v e d t h e f i r s t s o u t h e r n 
t r o o p s t o e n t e r t h e v i l l a g e . He remained about t h e cemetery g a t e s 
throughout t h e e n s u i n g f o u r d a y s , b e i n g not f a r from h e a d q u a r t e r s 
of t h e commanding g e n e r a l . 

I n 1913 a Randolph man, who had h e a r d Mr. P r i c e ' s s t o r y , was 
s t a n d i n g n e a r t h e cemetery g a t e s one a f t e r n o o n when a gentleman 
cl i m b e d upon a gun nearby and c a l l e d out a q u e s t i o n : " I s t h e r e a 
member of t h e 154th New York p r e s e n t ? " Mr. P r i c e was c a l l e d t o 
the gun and t o l d t h e q u e s t i o n e r t h a t he was a member of t h e re g i m e n t 
named. "Were you h e r e 50 y e a r s ago?" was a s k e d , and when Mr. P r i c e 
answered i n t h e a f f i r m a t i v e , he was t o l d t h a t t h e S t a t e of G e o r g i a 
had s e n t a d e l e g a t i o n t o G e t t y s b u r g t o f i n d out t h e t r u t h about 
some d i s p u t e d p o i n t s . G e o r g i a t r o o p s , i t seems, took p a r t i n t h e 



( A l f r e d B. P r i c e o b i t u a r y , c o n t ' d . ) 

charge made by t h e L o u i s i a n a T i g e r s when t h e y a s s a u l t e d t h e e a s t 
s i d e of t h e cemetery r i d g e one e v e n i n g . The a s s a u l t was r e p u l s e d 
by n o r t h e r n men w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e l o s s t o t h e a t t a c k e r s . 

" H i s t o r i a n s do not g i v e us f u l l c r e d i t , " s a i d t h e G e o r g i a 
s p e a k e r . "We want t o t e l l t h a t a s a m a t t e r of f a c t we d i d c a p t u r e 
guns r i g h t h e r e a t t h e cemetery g a t e s and i f we can f i n d t h e men 
of t h e 154th New York who were h e r e I t h i n k t h e y w i l l concede us 
t h a t v i c t o r y . We b e l i e v e t h a t one of our o f f i c e r s c a p t u r e d a gun 
r i g h t h e r e and t h a t he was d r i v e n o f f w i t h h s i men by t h e 154th 
boys. I s t h a t t r u e ? " 

"No, t h a t i s not t r u e , " r e p l i e d Mr. P r i c e . "Your men d i d g e t 
t o a gun s t a n d i n g h e r e and one o f f i c e r d i d put h i s hand upon t h e 
gun and c l a i m i t s c a p t u r e , but t h e gunner was (and h e r e Mr. P r i c e 
gave t h e gunner's name) and he d i d not i n t e n d t o s u r r e n d e r . As t h e 
o f f i c e r made h i s c l a i m and put h i s hand upon t h e gun, t h e Yankee 
gunner swung t h e gun swab and h i t t i n g your o f f i c e r i n t h e stomach, 
doubled him up. The gunner used some p r e t t y s t r o n g language i n 
denying t h e c a p t u r e . " 

Mr. P r i c e ' s s t o r y was j u s t what t h e G e o r g i a d e l e g a t i o n wanted 
and t h e y had s e v e r a l i n t e r v i e w s w i t h him d u r i n g t h e week which 
t h e y a l l s t a y e d a t G e t t y s b u r g . H i s memory app e a r e d p e r f e c t , and 
h i s p o i n t of o b s e r v a t i o n gave him a ch a n c e t o s e e much t h a t had 
been o m i t t e d by h i s t o r i a n s of t h e b a t t l e . I t i s l i k e l y t h a t G e o r g i a 
s c h o o l c h i l d r e n now have h i s t o r i e s of G e t t y s b u r g i n which t h e s t o r y 
of Mr. P r i c e a p p e a r s . 

F u n e r a l s e r v i c e s f o r t h e d e p a r t e d v e t e r a n were h e l d y e s t e r d a y 
a f t e r n o o n a t t h e M e t h o d i s t c h u r c h i n E a s t Randolph; a l a r g e d e l e 
g a t i o n of r e l a t i v e s and f r i e n d s , a s w e l l a s former n e i g h b o r s , was 
p r e s e n t . A group of Grand Army men were a l s o p r e s e n t t o pay t h e i r 
l a s t r e s p e c t s t o t h e memory of a comrade t h e y a l l honored. B u r i a l 
was made a t E a s t Randolph c e m e t e r y . 


